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Book Reviews

Santa Fe: A Modem History, 1880-1990. By Henry J. Tobias and Charles E.
Woodhouse. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001. xii + 272
pp. 27 halftones, maps, table, bibliography, notes, index. $24.95 cloth, ISBN
0-8263-2331-5.)
Books about Santa Fe are generally displayed on coffee tables or on
kitchen counters and usually include a chapter on chiles. When the culture and color of the town are so seductive, why write a serious analysis of its
social and political issues? Thankfully, in Santa Fe: A Modem History, 18801990, Henry Tobias and Charles Woodhouse have chosen to do just that.
They provide a thought-provoking and well-documented view of the Santa
Fe that tourists seldom see. As the title suggests, the book focuses on the
city's recent history, or at least recent by Santa Fe standards. There is a
refreshingly abbreviated chapter on Santa Fe's pre-IS80 years, minus the
familiar boiler plate of "first there were the Native Americans, then came
the Spanish, Mexicans, and Anglos." The authors move quickly to the topic
at hand: How did Santa Fe become the city it is today? To answer this question, Tobias and Woodhouse scoured early newspapers, census records, and
business directories to determine the impact of the refusal of the Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad to run its tracks through Santa Fe. (The city
eventually got a spur line.) Aside from the obvious loss of trade there was
also a loss of status, such that the Capitol and the state penitentiary were
nearly moved elsewhere. Tracing the city's attempts to recover from this
blow, the authors examine the socioeconomic indicators of incorporation,
education, sanitation, water resources, and land title battles.
The book moves smoothly from political shenanigans at statehood to the
rise of Santa Fe's cultural and academic institutions, including the Museum of New Mexico, the School of American Research, the Historical
Society of New Mexico, the Archaeological Society of New Mexico, and the
Laboratory of Anthropology. Using articles from newspapers and periodicals

113

114 ~

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 79, NUMBER I

of the time, Tobias and Woodhouse describe the struggle between Edgar L.
Hewett and eastern academic archaeologists (and others) over Hewett's
methodology. The authors explain the issue:
Santa Fe embarked on a path distinct from major trends in American
academic archaeology but secure in a semi-independent niche
permitted by its position as the state's capital, its remnants oflongevity,
and, perhaps, the absence of a university. It did not have to match
emerging academic standards and could, at least to some extent, stand
alone. This choice was, willingly or not, part of its becoming a city
different (p. 82).
Careful reading of this section provides insight into the ongoing debate
over the quality of research in Santa Fe.
The archaeological and historical activity of the 1900S and 1910S led to
the creation of the Santa Fe "style" of art and architecture in the 1920S and
1930S, as the book records. In so doing, the authors switch to secondary
sources and consequently offer little new information about this particularly vital aspect of the city's development. They are on much firmer ground
when manipulating the data in primary sources and examining the social
and economic trends in Santa Fe compared to the rest of New Mexico and
the United States. Their conclusion, in the summary of the fifty years of
development from 1880 to 1930, is that many Santa Feans consciously chose
not to modernize. This resistance to modernity all changed when World
War II gave Santa Fe's economy a strong infusion of government employment offered by the mysterious Manhattan Project construction in Los
Alamos, by Bruns General Hospital, and by the controversial detention center
for Japanese-Americans. The authors' informed discussion of this period
concludes the book's first nine chapters with a chronological summary of
the city's growth from the arrival of the railroad through World War II.
The remaining four chapters of the book abandon the chronological sequence used earlier and instead discuss the broad sociological trends of
postwar development of Santa Fe including: "Planning and Politics" (chapter 10); "Beyond the Tricultural Town" (chapter u); "Residence, Class, and
Education" (chapter 12); and "Cultural Accommodation" (chapter 13)' The
shift to a thematic format was almost indiscernible to this reader, except that
in these last four chapters Santa Fe: A Modem History really shines. The
book's accounts of the agony of building St. Francis Drive, the birth of the
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Santa Fe Opera, and the establishment of St. John's College illustrate how
Santa Fe struggled to accommodate an ever-growing population in its postwar years. Connected to this growth are issues that still confront Santa Fe
today. For example, the authors trace the city's relationship to its water resources. Who would believe that it was only after World War II that Santa Fe's
water supply moved beyond the Santa Fe River surface flow to city wells?
From the time the water pipes were laid in the Santa Fe River in 1881 until as
late as 1978 voters refused to purchase a water system. Given the water shortages in recent years, the book illustrates this baffling historic shortsightedness.
Enlightened (and perhaps inspired) by conversations with M. Eugene Sundt
and Allen Stamm, the authors provide new information about the building
boom in the 1950S and 19605. By dissecting census tract data they identify the
changes in residential· patterns of Hispanos and Anglos and examine how
these changes affected education, voting, and employment. This reader, as a
former resident of Barrio la Canada, was particularly grateful to read an informed discussion of Santa Fe's suburbs and their cultural divisions. As a former
member of Santa Fe's Historic Design Review Board, I was relieved to see a
rational discussion of the ever-rising cost of housing in the city.
This book presents an unusual history of Santa Fe, one that looks at the
city's growth using actual data, not platitudes. Santa Fe's persistent problems and its obvious assets are discussed in an evenhanded manner, but the
authors guide the reader to some obvious questions. By the end of the book
it is impossible to ignore that the economic and educational challenges
faced by Santa Fe's citizens may indeed override the city's famous "tricultural"
(Native American, Hispano, Anglo) reputation. In addition to the authors'
analysis, the real value of this book lies in its nearly nine hundred footnotes.
Approximately half are from the Santa Fe New Mexican, census data, and
business and city directories. Because of this level of primary research, Santa
Fe: A Modem History will undoubtedly become a resource for subsequent
scholarship on Santa Fe. Since the recent past is often more of a mystery
than details from a century ago, Santa Fe residents, along with historians
and sociologists, will find this book to be an informative history of the City
Different's last century. Despite Tobias and Woodhouse's virtual silence on
the subject of chiles (one footnote, nothing in the index), Santa Fe: A Modem History, 1880-1990, withstands the harsh light of critical thought and
the bright and unforgiving light of the New Mexico sun.

Nancy Hanks
City of Chicago Landmarks Division
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Montezuma: The Castle in the West. Edited by Jon Bowman. (Santa Fe: New
Mexico Magazine, distributed by University of New Mexico Press, 2002.128

pp. 35 color plates, 50 halftones, index. $24·95 paper, ISBN 0-937206-73-3.)

In late October 2001 I visited Montezuma, New Mexico, for the grand
reopening of the Montezuma Hotel. It was an emotional moment for me to
see the Castle in her restored glory on a golden autumn day. I had been
connected to the Castle for years as a student of her past: I conducted research for Windows on the Past: Historic Lodgings of New Mexico, led educational tours, and occasionally responded to questions from the firm in
Albany, New York, selected to restore the hotel. I had seen Montezuma's
corridors when they were dismal and smelled of bat guano, and had viewed
the veranda when it was truncated and leaked so badly that a waterfall spilled
through the roof during a rainstorm.
Montezuma: The Castle in the West is a collection of essays and photographs about the long-hoped-for restoration of the Montezuma and its return
to usefulness. The historic resort is a world-class architectural treasure situated in a serene mountain setting on what is now the campus of the United
World College of the American West. In 1997 the National Trust selected the
Montezuma for historic preservation as one of "America's 11 Most Endangered Places," and it became clear that restoration funds were needed for the
Montezuma. In 1998 the White House Millennium Council named the building an "American Treasure," the first property in the West to receive that
honor. This book offers historic background on the hotel, information about
the restoration process, and many pages of photographs documenting the
restoration. Two essays also deal with the building's surrounding-the World
College and the local community. The section on the community is based
on the memories of historic preservationist Elmo Baca.
The book succeeds in its primary purpose of celebrating and documenting the restoration of both a significant architectural structure and a cultural institution. The book will appeal to readers with an inte.rest in historic
preservation, to browsers who enjoy fine architectural photography, and to
visitors to northern New Mexico. The photographs alone are worth the price
of the book. The portfolio of photographs by Polly Mullen and Chun Y Lai
reveal the Montezuma from many perspectives-the opulence and warmth
of the wood in its lobby, the grace of its spiral staircase, the engineering problems confronted and solved, the smallest details of stonework and windows,
and the majesty of the Castle with a gleaming new roof and restored towers.

BOOK REVI EWS ~.1l7

WINTER 2004

Apart from the photographs, the book's content lacks new information
for scholars. I wondered occasionally about editing decisions, such as the
title of an essay that includes the phrase "eye-dropping luxury" ("could it
mean eye-popping"?). But this publication from the venerable New Mexico.
Magazine provides an excellent introduction to the Montezuma and valuable documentation of its restoration.
Sandra D. Lynn
New Mexico State University at Carlsbad

Bones Incandescent: The Pajarito Journals of Peggy Pond Church. Edited and
with essays by Shelly Armitage. (Lubbock: Texas Tech University Press, 2001.
xliii + 256 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $32.95 cloth, ISBN
0-89672 -43 8-7.)

In the Shadow of Los Alamos: Selected Writings of Edith Warner. Edited by
Patrick Burns. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001. xiv + 226
pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography. $19.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-8263-1974-2.)

Bones Incandescent and In the Shadow of Los Alamos are two distinct
books about two unique women whose lives intertwined around one very
special place in New Mexico. Peggy Pond Church and Edith Warner lived
near Los Alamos and each other from the 1920S to the 1950S. Church spent
part of her childhood there and then married a teacher from the Los Alamos
Ranch School on the Pajarito Plateau. Warner lived ten miles away at the
Otowi Crossing on the Rio Grande. They shared a common interest in writing and a love of northern New Mexico and the people who lived there.
Bones Incandescent and In the Shadow of Los Alamos, edited by Shelly
Armitage and Patrick Burns respectively, collect the writings of these two
women who contributed so much to the cultural landscape of twentiethcentury New Mexico. Armitage's book is the stronger historical work but
both offer gems of insight and beautiful descriptions of New Mexico from
before, during, and after the Atomic Age.
Bones Incandescent contains selected journal entries by Peggy Pond Church
from the 1930S to the 1980s. The entries document her life on the Pajarito
Plateau as a wife and mother in the 1930S and describes her attempts later in
life to recapture her world, lost to the Manhattan Project and the atomic
scientists who displaced her way of life at Los Alamos. Like Proust and his
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petite madeline, Church sought to recreate the pre-Manhattan-Project
Los Alamos with her writings before her death in 1986: "My Pajarito world
was like no other. It was, perhaps, an artifact which I myself constructed"
(Bones, p. 180). As a literary account of her writings, which included The
House at Otowi Bridge: the Story of Edith Warner and Los Alamos (1960) as
a chronicle of her Jungian self-discovery using her dreams, and as a narrative about the changes of her beloved plateau from idyllic nature refuge to
a nuclear-weapons laboratory, Bones Incandescent is a rich and thorough
collection of her poems, writings, and observations.
In the Shadow of Las Alamos was a more difficult collection to assemble.
Church's writings reside in established archives and Armitage worked directly with Church over the last six years of her life, but there is no central
repository that collects Edith Warner's writings. Surviving documents illustrate how this enigmatic woman sought self-discovery through solitude and
the spiritual beliefs of northern New Mexico's Native Americans: "Mesas
and mountains, rivers and trees, winds and rains are as sensitive to the actions and thoughts of humans as we are to their forces" (Shadow, p. 164).
Warner's relationships with the men, women, and children from the nearby
San Ildefonso Pueblo taught her a different way to experience the world.
Church observed this about Warner when she wrote: "The world of nature
is her home, the world that man seems to have forgotten" (Bones, p. 30).
Despite Burns's diligent efforts to assemble Warner's writings, this book falls
short due to a lack of existing journals and the loss of her autobiography. In
the end, one thirsts for more of Warner's writings.
Both Church and Warner held similar views about the legacy of nearby
Los Alamos. Never forgiving the government for forcing her family off the
Pajarito Plateau in 1942, Church lamented about those who replaced her
on the mesa: "As the Indian men gather in their secret kivas, the wise men
of our time gathered behind the barbed wire on the mesas and probed the
mystery. Was this knowledge without love?" (Bones, p. 52). Warner, who
knew many of the scientists and their wives through serving them at her tea
house, wrote in her annual Christmas letter to family and friends in 1946:
"Most of the men whose knowledge made atomic bombs possible have returned to laboratories and universities.... But others have come to continue
work on atomic weapons.... So louder and louder blasts echo over the Plateau and my blood runs cold remembering Hiroshima" (Shadow, p. 100).
These two remarkable women, Peggy Pond Church and Edith Warner,
who connected in their own ways to the beauty and wonder of the Pajarito
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Plateau, speak again through these edited collections. Through their words,
we rediscover their beloved New Mexico.
Jon Hunner
New Mexico State University

Contending for the Faith: Southern Baptists in New Mexico, 1938-1995. By
Daniel R. Carnett. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 2002. x + 230
pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8263-2837-7.)
Historian Ferenc Szasz has written about religion in the U.S. West for
more than twenty years, and calls for others to join in the enterprise. Fortunately, former Szasz student Daniel Carnett has taken up his mentor's call.
Carnett's book Contending for the Faith examines how a culturally, racially,
and geographically homogeneous southern evangelical religion was able to
emerge in a state noted for its Catholicism, pluralism, and diversity and
became New Mexico"'s largest Protestant denomination by 1960. The cultural transformation of the 1960s challenged denominations to come to terms
with an increasingly pluralistic, diverse, secularized, postmodern society.
Although the focus of the book is on the Southern Baptists, this is no mere
denominational story. The book traces the growth of Southern Baptists from
1938 to the beginning of the twenty-first century, opens up venues of inquiry,
and provides information about New Mexico, the West, and the nation.
Carnett opens his story with a helpful overview of Baptist origins in England and their current history in the United States up to the present. Chapter 2 provides a helpful synopsis of Baptists within New Mexico from 1849 to
1937. The next three chapters trace the tremendous growth of Southern
Baptists in the state between 1938 and 1960 under the leadership of Harry
Stagg. Chapters 6 and 7 examine how New Mexican Southern Baptists were
transformed during the period of the 1960s to 1974. The next two chapters
trace the ways Baptists sought to make minimal adjustments within a period
of stagnant church growth. Under the leadership of Chester O'Brien (19751984) and Claude Cone (1985-1995) these measures increased church bureaucracy and professionalization, altered theological expressions, program
offerings, social behavior concerns, and reduced lay participation in core
church programs.
Chapter 10 explores continuity and change for Southern Baptists after
the 1960s. The final chapter provides conclusions to the study. Finally, an
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epilogue offers insights into larger ongoing questions about denominational
identity, increased individualism, trends toward worship as entertainment
consumerism, a growth in intrachurch special interests groups, the movement away from theology toward a psychologically based therapeutic ethos,
and a general loss of vision and direction.
Carnett examines well both the commonalities and the differences between New Mexico Southern Baptists and their coreligionists. He also clearly
demonstrates how external regional and national factors shaped New Mexico
Baptists. Similarly, the author is careful to place the Southern Baptists' story
in the Land of Enchantment within the larger context of church history.
Certainly some readers may desire a less institutional and structural approach with more attention paid to material Christianity and devotional
practices, but that was not the study Carnett set out to create. Contending
faT the Faith is a well-written and argued book, and both academic and lay
readers can benefit from reading it.
Robert Bunting
Fort Lewis College

Along Route 66. By Quinta Scott. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
2000. xii + 308 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth,
ISBN 0-8061-325°-7.)
Certainly no other highway in America claims as much library space as
Route 66. From John Steinbeck and Jack Kerouac to more recent accounts
of the road's development, the "Mother Road," as Steinbeck first labeled it,
remains a focal point for exploring Americans' love of the open road and
our century-long quest for "automobility." Literature, film, television, and
song have celebrated the highway, elevating it to the mythical position it
holds in our popular culture. This interest in the road has contributed to
efforts in the last decade to preserve what remains of a road that was designated in 1926 and decertified in 1985. By documenting the remaining portions of the road, and its roadside architecture, historic preservationists hope
to retain glimpses of how Americans traveled in the pre-interstate-highway
era, now itself almost a half-century old.
Drawing her inspiration from Robert Venturi's seminal Learning from
Las Vegas (1972), Quinta Scott seeks to portray the entire length of the highway by examining its roadside architecture and the influences shaping its
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development. Focusing primarily on gas stations, motels, cafes, and food
stands-all building types first defined and then modified by entrepreneurs
hoping to profit from the growing popularity of automobile travel- Scott
draws upon two decades of photography along Route 66. Noting how Venturi and others celebrated the "ducks" of American roadside architecture,
those buildings whose unusual shapes such as a teacup or dairy bottle denote their function, she suggests that much of the architecture along Route
66 is "not as bizarre or exciting" (p. 4).
She concludes that roadside structures reflect a mixture of regional vernacular architecture and whatever styles were fashionable at a given time.
Thus, clapboard taverns in Illinois give way to sandstone cottages in the
Ozarks, and stucco-coated flat-roofed tourist courts in the Southwest lead to
ranch houses in California. Appearing alongside these vernacular examples
are modest renditions of Spanish Colonial and Tudor Revival Styles, along
with a scattering of streamlined Modern architecture. Scott presents a clear
architectural analysis and a brief discussion of the historical antecedents
relating to these vernacular building practices. Some New Mexican readers
may wince, however, when she offers a brief history of adobe building practices in the Southwest without acknowledging that few of the brown stuccocoated buildings along the road are of actual adobe construction - a common
misreading of contemporary Santa Fe as well.
Accompanying each of Scott's 250 halftone photographs is a paragraphlength caption describing the building and offering a glimpse of its history.
These anecdotes reveal the dreams that inspired the buildings' owners to
seek a living along Route 66. This feature makes Scott's book a worthy contribution to both the history of Route 66 and to the evolution of America's
roadside architecture. Scott's accounts prompt a reader to want to take the
book and drive sections of the old highway to search for the buildings she
examines, many deteriorating and some now demolished, and imagine how
a viable linear-patterned community once stretched from Chicago to Los
Angeles.
David Kammer
Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Navajo Land, Navajo Culture: The Utah Experience in the Twentieth Century.
By Robert S. McPherson. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001. xviii

+ 301 pp. Halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth,
3410- 0 .)

ISBN

0-8061-

Robert McPherson's history of the Navajos in Utah expands our understanding of that group's economy and culture and how it has changed over
the last hundred-odd years. The Utah group's distance from the core of the
Navajo homelands in Arizona and New Mexico and the influence of events
unique to their area provided experiences that sometimes differed from those
of other Navajos. Like the Navajos living east of the reservation border, Utah
Navajos have had less access to health care, education, and other benefits
for much of the twentieth century.
McPherson buttresses his research with interviews he gathered with the
help of Navajo interpreter assistants from 1988 through 1996. He uses these
and other Navajo voices skillfully as he weaves their narratives into his examination of diverse topics such as: intertribal tensions over the harvest of a
faltering deer population; the resourcefulness of Navajos seeking to maximize economic opportunities while working in Monument Valley for film
director John Ford; and contemporary young Navajo women's perceptions of
changing female roles within the tribe. Other Navajo voices agree on federal
agents' heavy-handedness in livestock reductions and state and federal failures to guide the tribe through negotiations with the oil and uranium industries. Other interesting topics are Navajo impressions of tourism, the
influence of trading posts, and early contacts with automobiles and airplanes.
Navajos in other areas did not experience the upheaval of oil drilling and
uranium mining suffered by Utah Navajos. McPherson utilizes differing
Navajo views to illustrate the conflicts over the environmental destruction
brought about by mining and drilling. Those who held more traditional
views resented the disrespect for nature and the pollution of water and pasturage at the hands of corporations. Others were pleased to have the work
the industries provided. Despite these disagreements most Utah Navajos
believed that they benefited little from the wealth obtained by oil and mining companies. McPherson's Navajo commentators also discuss the unsafe
working conditions in oil fields and mines and the health problems related
to radiation exposure.
If mining and oil well drilling were events unique to Navajos in Utah,
memories of Navajo livestock reduction were shared by most. McPherson's
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use of interviews conducted by Fern Charley and Dean Sundberg, along
with his own interviews, powerfully illustrate Navajo anguish and lingering
anger at the loss of their beloved livestock, a cultural and economic tradition. The Navajo voice is most powerful within this topic.
This is a thoughtful book. McPherson's interviews give credence to his
interpretations of the Utah Navajo experience. His attempt to "join the view
of the social scientist and the Navajo" in his examination of broad, often
unrelated topics, provides an interesting narrative and increases our knowledge of Utah, Navajos, and western history.
Sandra Vamey MacMahon
University of New Mexico

From Savages to Subjects: Missions in the History ofthe American Southwest.
By Robert H. Jackson. (Armonk, NY.: M. E. Sharpe, 2000. xvii + 151 pp. Halftones, maps, tables, charts, mission plans, bibliographic essay, index. $48,95
cloth, ISBN 0-7656-0597-X.)
The Spanish legacy in the Southwest encompasses a wide range of toP.ics and the history of the area's Catholic Missions has aroused heated debates for over a century. Within this field, scholarship is either neutral or
polarized. Robert H. Jackson's From Savages to Subjects is anything but a
glorification of the old Catholic missions in the Southwest. Jackson argues
that it is important to confront internal ecclesiastic histories that minimize
the destructive nature of the missions on Native societies.
From Savages to Subjects strives to interpret the lives of Native Americans in the captivity of Spanish friars and soldiers. In order to understand
how the mission system functioned in this remote region of the Spanish
empire, Jackson reviews ecclesiastic attempts to organize indigenous societies. in the Americas that were vastly different from one another. He takes
into account regional and environmental differences of the Southwest, which
largely determined how the friars approached the construction of buildings
and the implementation of their religious mission. One important aspect of
Jackson's study is his argument that the missions of Chihuahua, Sonora,
and Baja California formed part of the same system found in the modern
U.S. Southwest. After thoroughly covering the Spanish missionary project,
Jackson addresses indigenous perceptions of these efforts. He discusses the
limits of evangelization due to the lack of knowledge the friars had of Native
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languages, the inability of the priests to understand the Native view of the
cosmos, and constant rebellions and raids. Finally, Jackson discusses the
role disease played in the demographic collapse of Native populations.
Considering the limits of evangelization, demographic collapse, and contradictory policies, Jackson argues that the goal of converting the indigenous
population in the Southwest was a failure.
From Savages to Subjects is a brief and well-organized one hundred thirtynine pages. Its regional approach helps the student to understand how different indigenous societies reacted to Spanish rule. The lack of footnotes is
at times bothersome but a strong bibliographic essay makes up for this shortcoming. The book is well suited for an undergraduate class on general topics
in southwestern or borderlands history. Although little new research is found
in Jackson's book, it is a useful resource for both professors and students.
Carlos Salomon
San Francisco State University

Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story ofa Holy Man ofthe Oglala Sioux. By
Nicholas Black Elk as told through John G. Neihardt (Flaming Rainbow).
(1932; reprint, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000. xxxii + 230 pp.
Halftones, 15 color and halftone drawings, map, appendixes, index. $45.00
cloth,

ISBN

0-8°32-13°9-3, $12.95 paper,

ISBN

0-8°32-6170-5.)

Black Elk Lives: Conversations with the Black Elk Family. By Esther Black Elk
DeSersa, Olivia Black Elk Pourier, Aaron DeSersa Jr., and Clifton DeSersa.
Edited by Hilda Neihardtand Lori Utrecht. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2000. xvii + 168 pp. Halftones, appendix, notes, index. $25.00 cloth,
ISBN

0-8032-3340-x.)

Since its original publication in 1932, John G. Neihardt's Black Elk Speaks
has undergone two peaks of popularity, one in the late 1960s and another in
the late 1990s. Responding to the recent upsurge of interest and scholarly
debate, the University of Nebraska Press (UNP) has published these two
important books. Their latest edition of Black Elk Speaks brings the best
features of previous editions together for the first time: Neihardt's prefaces
to the 1932, 1961, and 1972 editions; Vine Deloria's foreword to the 1979
edition; and color paintings by Black Elk's friend, Standing Bear, from the
1972 Pocket Books edition. The new edition also has six black and white
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photographs of Black Elk as a young man and with Neihardt in 1931 and
1945. The appendixes include Neihardt's original project proposal in a letter to Black Elk (30 November 1930), a comparison of the stenographically
transcribed translation of Black Elk's narrative of the sacred pipe with
Neihardt's original draft, and a glossary of all Lakota words in the text. The
new edition is now available on a UNP website, "Black Elk's World," at
http://www.blackelkspeaks.unl.edu. The electronic text includes an elaborate series of color-coded links: words in red refer readers to a glossary, blue
to an explanatory text, purple to an image, and green to a map. Pop-up
boxes augment the website, as in "To read a transcript of Black Elk's original words that form the basis of this chapter, click here," or "To see Wovoka,
the prophet through the eyes of those who visited him, click here." The
website offers additional cultural context under the following headings:
"Lakota & Dakota Lives," "The Traditional World of the Lakotas," "Native
Writers Speak: The North American Indian Prose Award," and a thorough
bibliography on major events, persons, customs, and other Plains tribes.
The title of the second book, Black Elk Lives, refers to the efforts of its
editors (Neihardt's daughter Hilda Neihardt and Lori Utecht) and its contributors (Black Elk's granddaughters, Esther DeSersa and Olivia Pourier,
and great-grandsons, Aaron and Clifton DeSersa) to reveal the legacy of
Black Elk's visions and the vitality of Lakota culture on the present-day Pine
Ridge Reservation. The book also traces the struggles that twentieth-century
Lakotas have waged against forced missionizing and assimilation. Although
all four contributors have memories of horrific corporal punishment and
humiliation during their school days at Holy Rosary Mission, they differ in
their attitudes toward blending Christianity with Lakota religion. Following
the lead of their father, Ben Black Elk, who states in a reprinted 1969 lecture that the two religions do not "clash" but "fit together" (p. 9), Olivia and
Esther attend church, practice traditional crafts, and teach the Lakota language. Both women are respected as cultural authorities, but both prefer
not to participate in Native religious ceremonies. Olivia's craft store attracts
tourists who want to learn more about her grandfather, and she dreams of
establishing a Black Elk museum on the reservation. In addition to making
quilts and creating jewelry, the sisters pass on methods of gathering and
preparing wild fruit and dried meat, skills described in vivid memories of
their childhood (pp. 28-31).
Olivia supports sharing Native culture with sincere non-Indians-even
allowing them to participate in Sun Dances. This openness follows the
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practice of the late Frank Fools Crow. Her nephew, Esther's son, Aaron
DeSersa, the family's pipe carrier, maintains a more conservative view. He
opposes the current widespread practice of permitting women to participate
in Sun Dances and to give flesh offerings. DeSersa explains that female power
clashes with male power and threatens ceremonial integrity: "A woman never
pierced, never took flesh from herself. It was because she gave this world ...
flesh already, when she gives birth. These are the natural ways. And people
nowadays are not doing it the right way. So they have all this turmoil going
on -lightning hitting trees, trees breaking ... because of this" (p. 121).
DeSersa is decidedly unconventional in some of his other views. He asserts that the sacred pipe kept at Greengrass by the Looking Horse family is
not the actual calf-pipe given by the White Buffalo Calf Woman, because it
was confiscated "a long time ago" and is probably in the archives of the
Smithsonian Institution. On the other hand, he has spoken at Greengrass
about Lakota religion because "even if the pipe kept there is not the real
calf pipe, it's our way of life that is in that pipe, in our prayers" (p. 102).
Some of DeSersa's social views are similarly distinct. He unsparingly condemns many modern Lakotas' reliance on welfare. He would prefer that
they become self-sufficient by having gardens and raising cattle, pigs, and
chickens. According to him, rather than waiting for the U.S. government to
act, Indian people should create their own economy and "buy back" the
Black Hills (p. 78), and the federal government should concentrate on creating business opportunities so that his people "could be out there trying
things ... instead of being hopeless on the reservation" (p. 78).
Although Aaron DeSersa is unsympathetic to the intrusion of non-Lakotas
in spiritual ceremonies, Esther and Olivia recall that their grandfather, Black
Elk, would pray morning and evening with his pipe, while reciting the rosary at various times throughout the day. Esther recalls an ecumenical Black
Elk, who believed that the Great Spirit was identical to the Christian God.
He thought that only the means of prayer were different: "We can pray anywhere, any place, any way, whatever we use, even if it's symbols. The church
has ... statues, their own symbols. Our pipe is a symbol, and we respect it" (p.
.44). The book concludes with a description of a spectacular Northern Lights
display that illuminated the sky during Black Elk's wake, following a funeral
that included prayers by both a Christian priest and a medicine man.
The granddaughters' final reflection is part of the book's representative
virtue, the creative plurality of Lakota belief that transcends contradiction:
"You know, they say he was converted, but ... he already knew the holiness
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of everything-the earth, the sun, the moon and the stars-everything!
Grandpa was already a holy man!" (p. 148).
Julian Rice
Boca Raton, Florida

Western Places, American Myths: How We Think About the West. Edited by
Gary J. Hausladen. Wilbur S. Shepperson Series in History and Humanities.
(Reno: University ofNevada Press, 2003. xiv + 343 pp. 16 color plates, 58 halftones, 12 maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $49.95 cloth, ISBN 0-87417-

531-3,)
This collection of readable essays reminds historians of the valuable contributions made by historical geographers. Like other cultural geographers,
these writers see more clearly than most disciples of Clio regarding the constructs of spatial patterns of western settlement, people-land relationships,
and cultural imprinting on landscapes. Taken together, these essays tackle
the complexities of the American West as place, as a shifting geographical
and historical·region, and as a set of protean myths.
Four of the essays are particularly noteworthy. William Wyckoff's overview of historical geographical work about the American West, the most
useful piece in this collection, will be unusually helpful for western historians. Public historians will find Lary M. Dilsaver's discussion of National
Parks as a representation of the West a sound and rewarding treatment.
Paulina Raento provides a brief but instructive overview of gambling in the
West. Dydia Delyser's piece on ghost towns, although focused on famed
Bodie, California, moves beyond that single instance to consider the formation of ideas about and interpretations of ghost towns. Although less
groundbreaking, Richard H. Jackson's treatment of "Mormon Wests" makes
useful distinctions between rural and urban Mormon settlements and demographic changes over time.
Other essays are weaker or undercut by limitations. Paul F. Stam's impressionistic piece on ranching fails to match the lively and clear thinking
and writing in his superb book, Let the Cowboy Ride (1998). The essays on
"Mex-America" and "Native America," by Terrence W. Haverluk and Akim
D. Reinhardt, will disappoint historians who specialize in these topics.
Reinhardt's piece is too uncritical'of Native American cultures. John B.,
Wright's essay on land tenure, though lively written, is much too negative
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about the Mormons, even for gentile readers like this reviewer. One also
wishes that Karen M. Morin's essay on the British traveler Isabella Bird addressed wider experiences of women in the American West and was less
addicted to theoretical jargon. Unfortunately, Peter Goin's minimalist introduction to his stunning color photographs provides too little context for his
camera work. The final piece by volume editor Gary J. Hausladen, although
helpful on the settings of western films, is too tied to a few secondary sources
and a limited number of cinematic Westerns.
Overall, western historians may react ambivalently to this readable collection. If their colleagues in geography seem too addicted to the New Western history and unacquainted with the work of many other western historians,
past and present, these geographers nonetheless view their subjects from
fresh angles. We recognize, for example, new ways to see National Parks, gambling, and ghost towns. We comprehend here the continuing importance of
ranching, Mormon regional and global dispersion, and land policies.
Finally, these geographers grapple with the mythic and historical West.
In this regard, Professor Wright writes revealingly: "Myths are things that
never were but always are" (p. 86). Although these authors only glance at
the Plains, California, and the Pacific Northwest, they have furnished
thoughtful evaluations of the Great Basin and Southwest. Showing their
indebtedness to Donald Meinig, the premier historical geographer of the
American West, these scholars also demonstrate that historians might learn
much more about the economic, social, and cultural history of the West by
looking more carefully at the patterns, grids, and other physical and cultural markings various groups have inscribed on western landscapes.
Richard W. Etulain
University of New Mexico

Moving Stories: Migration and the American West, 1850-2000. Edited by Scott
Casper and Lucinda M. Long. Halcyon Imprint Series, vol. 23. (Reno: Nevada Humanities Committee, 2001. xvii + 299 pp. 40 halftones, table, notes,
bibliography. $24.95 paper, ISBN 1-89°591-08-4.)
This anthology of eleven articles aspires, as Scott Caspar notes in the introduction, to move beyond Frederick Jackson Turner's frontier thesis to a more
complex cultural understanding of the "multiple directions, ... diverse participants ... [and] mixed purposes and consequences" of migration to the
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u.s. West (p. xiii). The anthology is only partly successful in achieving its
goal. For this reviewer, the multiple perspectives offered by the eleven
articles-some by historians, some by literary critics, and others by cultural
studies scholars-tended more toward confusion than insight. More seriously, the collection does not adequately represent the real racial and ethnic diversity of migration; none of the articles discuss Asian migrations to
the U.S. West and the article on Mexican migrants is weak.
Nevertheless, there are two very interesting and insightful articles in this
collection. Gioia Woods's "Sarah Winnemucca: Multiple Places, Multiple
Selves" describes the American West as a place defined by migration. Using
the life and writings of Southern Paiute Sarah Winnemucca, who represented herself as "a traveler between cultures" (p. 59), Woods makes sophisticated use of recent scholarship on the traveling subject and identity to
make her point that the successful migrant knows how to "rely on a variety
of places to construct identity" (p. 54).
Peter LaChapelle's "At the Crossroads of Whiteness: Anti-Migrant Activism, Eugenics, and Popular Culture in Depression-Era California" offers
new insights on the Okie migration of the 193os. Making use of recent scholarship on "whiteness" and on popular notions of eugenics that dated back to
turn of the century, LaChapelle shows that discrimination against Okies
had both racial and economic aspects.
Josh Sides's article, "Rethinking Black Migration," offers a new perspective on Mrican American migration to California. Sides shows that Mrican
Americans who migrated from Houston were much more "street smart"
and adapted to urban life more easily than their cousins from the Deep
South. The article makes a good contribution to the still-scanty scholarship
on Mrican American migrations to the West.
This collection demonstrates, yet again, how hard it is to move beyond
Frederick Jackson Turner. Too many of these authors spend too much time
offering lengthy synopses of the frontier thesis before offering their own
perspectives. As the strongest articles show, the concept of migration is rich
in possibilities. Let's use them.
Susan Annitage
Washington State University
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Letters From the Dust Bowl. By Caroline Henderson, edited by Alvin O.
Turner. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2001. xv + 278 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $14.95 cloth, ISBN 0-8061-3540-9.)
Magnificent Failure: A Portrait of the Western Homestead Era. By John M.
Campbell, introduction by Kenneth W. Karsmizki. (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2001. xi + 183 pp. 70 duotones, halftones, map, appendix, notes, bibliography. $29.95 paper, ISBN 0-8°47-3887-4.)
Homesteading, a defining experience for millions of people throughout
the American West, derived from laws that made claiming the land relatively simple. The process of transforming a homestead into a home, however, often proved arduous, particularly on the shortgrass prairies of the
western Great Plains and on the sage brush plains of Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, and Nevada. Settled between 1885 and 1920, these two regions represented two of North America's last and largest landmasses to be brought
under extensive cultivation. While some homesteaders were successful in
these fertile but dry regions, many more were unable or unwilling to stay.
In Letters From the Dust Bowl Caroline Henderson nicely documents
the experiences ofa farmfamily that homesteaded for a lifetime. Henderson's
title pays homage to a column she wrote for the Atlantic Monthly between
1931 and 1937· Her prose actually records six decades oflife -1908 to 1966when she and her husband farmed a quarter-section of land in the Oklahoma Panhandle. She also penned "Our Homestead Lady's Calendar of
Everyday Thoughts" for the Ladies' World between 1913 and 1918, and corresponded regularly with family and friends.
Editor Alvin O. Turner, a coauthor of several monographs on Oklahoma
history and Dean of the School of Humanities and Social Science at
Oklahoma's East Central University, places Henderson's writing into a historical context, organizing the letters chronologically into six chapters using alternating periods of prosperity and economic despair as dividing points.
Hard times on the Plains outweighed the good; the Hendersons estimated
they had fewer than ten bumper harvests. These meager returns caused
atrophy in their beloved Texas County long before the Dust Bowl years.
The population actually peaked at 16,448 in 1907, declined to 14,100 in 1910,
and reached a nadir of 9,896 in 1940.
Magnificent Failure, by John Martin Campbell, tells a story about those
homesteaders who abandoned their agrarian dreams and allowed their land
to revert to "a replica of what it used to be" -vast stretches of buffalo grass
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and sage (p. ix). A trained archaeologist and a gifted photographer, Campbell
masterfully observes the materials the homesteaders left behind. He then
creates a "holistic pictorial".of their former lives on seventy black and white
plates (p. x). Taken in seven states, each image-produced on a large format camera-accentuates the wide open spaces in which the pioneers resided. Short narratives on facing pages accompany the photographs and
give the location, date, and significance of each item.
Structures built by the homesteaders including barns, outhouses, schools,
and, most notably, houses constitute roughly half of the photographs. These
structures range from humble log cabins, limestone dugouts, and adobe
houses, to grand, ten-and twelve-room "mansions." Another twenty of the
plates highlight the equipment pioneers used to make their livings. They
again range from the simple to the complex. A handmade crosscut saw and
a rough hewn hay derrick indicate that homesteaders creatively used the
materials that were available. Other relics, such as rusty Model Ts, tractors,
and combines,denote the increased prosperity enjoyed by those who stayed
through the post-World War I boom years. Finally, household items, including a telephone, several saddles left on a stall's rail, and a kerosene lantern on
a windowsill, address the settlers' sudden and complete departures.
In contrast, the twenty photographs in the middle of Letters from the
Dust Bowl are largely portraits of the Henderson family and their surroundings. They highlight the improvements the family made to their homestead
claim, including the three houses constructed by "the man" between 1908
and 1929-each one a little more comfortable than the last. Expressing true
pioneer optimism, the final dwelling had hookups for indoor plumbing and
electricity twenty years before these amenities were added.
It was never an easy life, but the Henderson family stayed because they
were "mo6nstruck" by the land's beauty. According to Turner, it was Caroline
Henderson's "lifetime commitment to the Jeffersonian vision of society"
that kept this college educated, former teacher tied to a nearly self-sufficient
existence (p. 5). Judging from references to Emerson, Thoreau, and
Whitman, transcendentalism also influenced her. She often waxed eloquent
about sparseness, "austerity," the joys of simple triumphs (like fixing the
well), and, most often; about the "wide, free western country" and "the
marvelous glory of its sunrises and sunsets" (p. 33).
Henderson's mindset may have been exactly the difference between her
staying and leaving. In the introduction to Magnificent Failure, Kenneth W.
Karsmizki (an archaeologist and curator at Oregon's Columbia Gorge Discovery Center) estimates that 90 percent of homesteaders were business
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farmers who came to fulfill the western dream of prosperity. Although seven
million men and women took on the challenge of taming portions of the
interior West, five million of them gave up because they lacked adequate
tracts of land and access to water to make the farms profitable. Sometimes
failure was complete. Union County, New Mexico (which abuts the Oklahoma Panhandle), for instance, had a farm population of approximately
1l,000 in 1921. Today the same area has virtually no farms and 5,000 residents. In the Hendersons' case, their farm only remained productive during
their lifetimes. Today, this homestead stands unplowed and has probably
reverted to the condition that John Martin Campbell prefers to capture. As
to failure, Henderson asks, "Is it in vain that the flowers bloom by the edge
of alpine glaciers?" (p. 243)'
The efforts of the last homesteaders, alternately described as futile or
pathbreaking, depending on the observer, certainly poses a historical dilemma open for continued investigation. Readers wishing to pursue the
subject first-hand might refer to the listing of homesteads on the National
Register of Historic Places in the appendix of Magnificent Failure. Those
wanting to address the subject intellectually should read Karsmizki's introduction and refer to the bibliography compiled by Turner. An intriguing
and multifaceted introduction to the Homestead Era can be gleaned from
both Campbell and Henderson's fine books, both worthy of attention.
Kurt E. Kinbacher and John R. Wunder
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

Connac McCarthy's Western Novels. By Barcley Owens. (Tucson: University
of Arizona Press, 2000. xvii + 136 pp. Notes, bibliography. $35.00 cloth, ISBN
0-8165-1927-7, $17.95 paper, ISBN 0-8165-1928-5.)
In the 1990S Cormac McCarthy dramatically emerged as one of the most
commented-upon western writers. His Border Trilogy-All the Pretty Horses
(1992), The Crossing (1994), and Cities of the Plains (1998) -greatly enlarged
his reputation as a notable author, especially of Blood Meridian (1985), which
was published before McCarthy left the South for El Paso, Texas. In the brief
study under review, in about 130 pages of text, literary scholar Barcley Owens
examines the paramount themes contained in these four novels by McCarthy.
The title of Owens's book suggests that it will deal with all of McCarthy's
western novels, but more than half of the volume treats Blood Meridian.
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Owens utilizes the first two chapters to discuss the theme of violence and a
third to examine the novel as an example of literary naturalism. The fourth
section treats All the Pretty Horses and The Crossing, with the closing chapter focusing on Cities ofthe Plain. A brief introduction setting up the author's
thematic concerns and a curious, rambling, ineffective afterword completes
the text of Owens's work. The book also includes notes and a list of works
cited, but lacks an index.
The author is particularly fascinated with McCarthy's Blood Meridian.
At times his book seems more a commentary on that novel, with by-the-way
comments on the Border Trilogy. In this regard, Owens asserts early on that
Blood Meridian, "more than any other contemporary American novel ...
forces us to examine ... [the] world head-on" (p. x). Although the author
devotes much more space to analyzing Blood Meridian, his discussions of
All the Pretty Horses, The Crossing, and Cities ofthe Plains are clearer, more
systematic, and, in the end, more satisfying. One wishes the earlier chapters
were equally rewarding.
Indeed, one wishes the book were stronger. The author is guilty of minor
errors, such as misnaming the author of the Civil War novel Killer Angels
(1974) and one of the two lead characters in Larry McMurtry's Lonesome
Dove (1985). He misreads the major thesis of Eugene Hollon's Frontier Violence (1974). Unfortunately, the first chapters wobble, lacking sustained,
easy-to-follow readings of Blood Meridian. Too often, the author plays tag
with the novel, the reactions of reviewers, and contextual topics such as the
Vietnam War, violence, and literary naturalism. He also seems unacquainted
with several pertinent secondary works on western history and literature.
Perhaps this assessment is too harsh: Owens does call attention to the
clear importance of McCarthy's four western novels. He utilizes well classic works of American Studies by Henry Nash Smith, R. W. B. Lewis, and
Richard Slotkin to contextualize his readings. He also is well acquainted
with the content and emphases in many recent films, including classic revisionist Westerns. In addition, he endeavors to show how shifts in McCarthy's
western novels reflect changes in American society and culture. While keeping in mind the limitations of Owens's slim book, one must not overlook
these important contributions.
Richard W. Etulain
University of New Mexico
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General Crook and the Western Frontier. By Charles M. Robinson III. (Norman: University ofOklahoma Press, 2001. xix + 386 pp. Halftones, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, ISBN-8061-3358-9·)
Charles H. Robinson's General Crook and the Western Frontier focuses
on Ohio native George Crook. Born in 1828, Crook received an appointment to West Point Military Academy at age twenty. Apparently he attracted
little positive attention and graduated near the bottom of his class, ranking
thirty-eighth out of forty-three.
Crook's first significant assignment came in the Pacific Northwest during the Rogue River Indian wars. He won the favorable attention of his
superiors and by the outbreak of the Civil War had risen to the rank of
captain. Returning to the East, Crook managed to secure appointment as
colonel ofthe Thirty-sixth Ohio Volunteer Infantry. Crook's Civil War record,
according to biographer Charles Robinson, was no better or worse than that
of many other Union generals (p. 81). At war's end Crook was a lieutenant
colonel and brevet major general in the regular army.
Crook's claim to fame rests on his role in the far-flung frontier Indian
wars after the Civil War. As commander of the Department of Arizona he
took vigorous action to defeat warring Apache bands. He achieved some
success but the outbreak of the Great Sioux War in 1876 interrupted his
efforts. Crook was ordered to organize a strong column of cavalry and infantry to move northwest from Fort Fetterman, Wyoming, towards the tributaries of the Yellowstone River in Montana. He was to coordinate his march
with two other columns under Col. John Gibbon and Gen. Alfred Terry
with the objective of closing in on a growing concentration of the Western
Sioux and their allies. Crooks leisurely marching pace was puzzling, and he
made no effort to contact either Gibbon or Terry. On 17 June at Rosebud
Creek, a strong force of hard-riding warriors attacked Crook's column. In
the fierce and bloody fight, Crook retreated and sent urgent appeals for
reinforcements and supplies. Crook must share some of the blame for the
disaster that befell George Armstrong Custer and the Seventh Cavalry a few
days later at the Little Bighorn on 25 June 1876. With the close of the Great
Sioux War, Crook resumed his task of subduing the Apaches and, at the
same time, doing his best to improve the welfare of the Apache people. In
so doing Crook incurred the displeasure of his superior Gen. Philip Sheridan,
who replaced him with Gen. Nelson Miles. Crook never forgave Sheridan
for his removal. Crooks's health declined rapidly after this disappointment
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and he died on 21 March 1890 at age sixty-one. He was buried in Arlington
National Cemetery.
Robinson draws an interesting parallel between Crook and Gen. Douglas MacArthur in his biography on Crook. Both were acutely aware of the
importance of their images and never failed to take advantage of any opportunity to enhance themselves. Both adopted certain dress and mannerisms
that were readily identifiable, among them MacArthur's braided cap, longstemmed corncob pipe clenched in his teeth, and sunglasses. Crook maintained a huge beard, wore civilian suits, a white sun helmet, and, of all
things, rode a mule.
General Crook and the Western Frontier is impressively researched and
entertaining to read. It will be welcomed by specialists on the Indian wars
and by the general reader.
William H. Leckie
Winter Springs, Florida

William Henry Jackson: An Intimate Portrait: The Elwood P. Bonney journal.
Edited and annotated by Lloyd W. Gundy. Colorado History Series, no. 4(Denver: Colorado Historical Society, 2001. viii + 163 pp. 4 color prints, halftones, notes, index. $24.95 cloth,

ISBN

0-87081-640~3, $12.95 paper,

ISBN

0-

87°81-641-1. )

William Henry Jackson: An Intimate Portrait provides an engaging, personal take on an important figure in the history of American ~nd western
American photography, William Henry Jackson (1843-1942). The book skips
his celebrated years in. the West spanning the decade 1868-1878 and it conjures up the last decade of his life in New York City. In 1932 Elwood P.
Bonney, a railroad agent with literary tastes, began making what became
regular callson Jackson at his quarters in the Latham Hotel. Jackson maintained a wide acquaintance with those interested in America's western expansion.and took a shine to Bonney although he was fifty-five years his junior.
Bonney rewarded Jackson's friendship by keeping a diary of their meetings,
recording the details of Jackson's routine and his astonishingly busy social
and work schedule. Jackson's activities included perusing old photographs,
painting historical scenes based on his western experiences, keeping up to
date in his reading, attending lectures, making annual summer excursions
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to the West, and maintaining a substantial correspondence. He also enjoyed lunches and dinners out with friends, dropped in regularly on artist
Edwin W. Deming, walked miles at a brisk pace, flirted with young ladies,
fortified himself before his outings with a "snorter" that clearly did his longevity no harm, ate what he wanted, and simply enjoyed life to its fullest
until his hearing, his eyesight, and his legs betrayed him at the very end.
A few months before Jackson's death on 30 June 1942, Bonney paused to
reflect on their unlikely friendship: "I always treat him as though we were of
the same age, and that age about 25 years! But I do secretly idolize him to an
extreme degree, although I never indicate so in his presence" (p. 46). Bonney
could only marvel at Jackson's unflagging vitality. At ninety-two he energetically "hopped around" his apartment "like a rabbit digging out old photos, diaries, etc. etc." to show his guests (p. 70). He was "a great chap" and
Bonney observed, "a representative American" (p. 92). This endearing portrayal should not minimize Jackson's casual anti-Semitism nor ignore his
grumblings about the New Deal, whose Works Progress Administration
(WPA) employed him in the midst of a Great Depression that left him unscathed while others suffered. In fact, Jackson's ethnic prejudices made him
all too representative of a White American in the 1930S. As a staunch Republican who had campaigned for James G. Blaine half a century earlier,
he could hardly be expected to embrace Franklin Roosevelt's policies. His
good qualities are obvious: Jackson was chipper, cheerful, modest, and impatient with the ballyhoo that accompanied his advancing years. "Jackson
wants to be treated as one of the boys, and in no other way," Bonney observed. "Many were the times he insisted on holding my overcoat, but few
were the times I 'got away' with helping him put on his coat!" (p. 146).
This book is charming. The design complements the text. The illustrations in black and white and the four color plates reproducing the major oils
Jackson painted in 1935-1936 on commission from the WPA are all directly
linked to entries in Bonney's diary. Lloyd W. Gundy's editing is unobtrusive, identifying people, places, and key issues in the Jackson story. A book
like this is more flavor than substance -literally, since Bonney was fascinated by Jackson's hearty appetite and cast-iron stomach and provides full
menus for many oftheir meals together. He was a nonagenarian who chewed
Chiclets and had to see the latest Wrigley chewing gum electric billboard.
One of the flavors that comes through in such detail is that of New York in
the thirties, a city of automats and urban bustle. Bonney's diary is rich in
human interest, but also contains some nuggets for students of Jackson's
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photographic legacy. Through Bonney, we learn about Jackson's lively curiosity, devotion to veracity-:-key tenets in his work-his knowledge of other
photographers, and his taste in western art.
William Henry Jackson: An Intimate Portrait delivers exactly what its subtitle promises. It answers the question Jackson raised when he wondered
what a young man like Bonney saw "in an old man like him" (p. 146). Jackson was fundamentally faithful to his creed of "living right, doing good by
everyone and enjoying life" (p. 96). No wonder Bonney idolized him.
Brian W. Dippie
University ofVictoria, B.C.

Medieval Culture and the Mexican American Borderlands. By Milo Kearney
and Manuel Medrano. Rio GrandelRfo Bravo Series, no. 6. (College Station:
Texas A&M University Press, 2001. ix + 240 pp. Table, bibliography, notes,
index. $34.95 cloth,

ISBN

1-58544-132-5.)

Professors Milo Kearney and Manuel Medrano have written a unique book,
which focuses on the medieval antecedents of the U.S. side of the contemporary border region. They discuss the medieval legacy in three interlinking
theses: (1) the culture of the U.S.-Mexican border cannot be fully understood
without knowledge of medieval Castile and England; (2) medieval Castile
and England were more similar than different; and (3) despite these similarities, Anglo-Hispanic tensions date to the Middle Ages (p. 1). Medieval Culture and the Mexican American Borderlands elaborates on these themes in
six chapters emphasizing linguistic and cultural contributions, political and
legal development, economic and social/class issues, religion, creativity, and
the "Development of Anglo-Hispanic Conflict."
. The first and last chapters are the most interesting. The first discusses the
linguistic origins of words and phrases still in use today. For example, border language contains medieval Spanish words that have been replaced in
Europe, such as corral for a fenced area, instead of cercado (p. 33)' The last
chapter provides a strong analysis of Anglo-Hispanic conflict, which the
authors assert predates the Black Legend and Protestant Reformation.
Medieval Culture, however, fails to consider the influence of Mexican and
American indigenous cultures on the border. The absence of this crucial aspect ofborder culture does a major disservice to the region. This Eurocentric
approach sets up a comparison of English versus Spanish heritage in which
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Spanish is bad and English is good. This dualism is especially evident in
the chapters on politics and economics. The authors argue that Spanish
society passed down an authoritarian tendency to Hispanic Americans, who
"have often given more support for the military and police than for democratic rights" (p. 66). The authors cite low voter turnout and boss rule as
evidence for lack of democracy in modern Hispanic culture. These assertions are so full of suppositions and outright disregard for modern history
that one hardly knows where to begin in critiquing them. For one, Hispanics' supposed affinity for military and police rule completely disregards the
fact that police or purported U.S. police authorities-from the Texas Rangers to the Immigration and Naturalization Service-terrorized Mexicans
and Mexican Americans throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Borderland Latinos have a long-standing and well-documented distrust of police. Additionally, low voter turnout and boss rule are not limited
to the border region. Boss rule, for example, was prevalent in New York,
Chicago, and Kansas City to name three places outside of the border region. Applying such generalizations to the borderlands is one of my main
criticisms of the book.
The book's fundamental equation-Medieval England plus Spain equals
unique borderlands culture - is missing the key ingredient of the indigenous
cultures on both sides of the border. The indigenous element truly makes
the borderlands unique. Although Medieval Culture offers some interesting
insights, without the Native American component it cannot offer a complete
understanding of the border region. In addition, the broad generalizations
attributed to the border due to its medieval heritage are tenuous at best.
Valerie Mendoza
Millfield, Ohio

Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders: Social Categories, Metaphors, and
Identities on the U.S.-Mexico Frontier. By Pablo Vila. Inter-America Series.
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000. xii + 290 pp. Halftones, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $42.50 cloth, ISBN 0-292-78739-1, $19.95 paper, ISBN
0-2 92 -7 874 0 -5.)
Pablo Vila's Crossing Borders, Reinforcing Borders presents a distinct view
of the U.S.-Mexican frontier and its inhabitants. The members of this seemingly harmonious community express complex, often hostile, internal and
international identities that transcend metaphors of hybridization. Local,
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regional (chapter 1), and national (chapter 2) processes of identity construction in the Juarez-El Paso area are elicited and examined through the use
of photographs in group interview settings. The author argues persuasively
that individuals on both sides of the frontier use different strategies of identity construction at different times although gender, class, and religion remain decisive considerations. Juarenses (residents ofJuarez), for example, tend
to use a regional system of classification (over race and ethnicity) to account
for many oftheir beliefs and perceptions about themselves and others, whereas
Americans in El Paso use an ethnic and racial classification system. Surprisingly, the regional schema of Juarenses tends to stigmatize Mexicans whose
point of origin is anywhere "south of Juarez" and, specifically, vilifies Indianlooking Mexicans from southern Mexico. But even Juarenses are capable of
expressing national pride as part of a broader Mexican collective when constructing themselves vis-a-vis North Americans and other El Pasoans. In contrast, Am~ricans (including Anglos, African Americans, and assimilated
Mexican Americans) tend to group all Mexicans regardless of regional or
class differences as one ethnic group and stigmatize them as poor members
of an tinderdeveloped third world country (chapter 3).
Those who make use of regional and national systems of identity tend to
be 'impoverished Mexican immigrants residirig in El Paso who are themselves the objects of derogatory tales in the regional and national identity
schemes of dwellers on both sides of the border (chapter 4)' Vila argues that'
narrative plots help to organize a person's notions of self and other so decisively that these notions are often imperious to facts no matter how compelling. Subsequently, narrative change "seems to depend more on how flej(ible
one's plot is than on how forceful the facts are" (p. 190)'
Although innovative in its conceptualization, poor organizational structure mars this book: it relegates its key theoretical discussion to an appendix;
the methodology fails to discuss the selection of narrative material; undefined key discursive concepts (narrative, plot, trope, etc.) remain poorly
defined; and the author falls short of problematizihg the construction of
meanings. Lastly, this project interestingly seeks to "better" informant narratives through the elimination of "biased ... visions about themselves and
... ()thers" (p. 192). Questions of power and kI:lOwledge in the field and in
the authorial production of narrative texts merit some discussion, otherwise
the reader is left with the impression that a kind of liberal morality akin to
social work censures informants' own constructions of identity.
Adelaida R Del Castillo
San Diego State University
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Hispanics in the Mannon Zion, 1912-1999. By Jorge Iber. Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest, no. 22. (College Station: Texas
A&M University Press, 2000. xvi + 296 pp. Halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $34-95 cloth, ISBN 0-89096-933-7.)
Jorge Iber's analysis of the relationship between Hispanics and the Mormon Church in Utah since 1912 provides the first broad brushstrokes in an
increasingly detailed portrait of Hispanics living in Utah and the United
States. Iber focuses his research on religious affiliation, an understudied
unit of analysis. Scholars seldom use religion as a category of analysis for
Hispanics because the vast majority of Hispanics in the United States have
historically been Catholic. However, the state of Utah, where the Mormon
Church plays a predominant role, provides the perfect environment for Iber
to examine the effects that the adoption of a new religion by Spanish-speaking
immigrants had on their lives.
Iber argues that acceptance of Mormon Christianity opened many doors
to Hispanics that would have remained closed had they remained Catholic.
Nonetheless, the adoption of Mormonism did not lead to complete assimilation. In Utah most Spanish-speakers were still relegated to the worst-paying
jobs and forced to live in the worst neighborhoods. The most telling effect
on Hispanics who converted to Mormonism was the creation of differences
between they and their Catholic Hispanic neighbors. For example, the
Mormon stance on abstinence from alcohol led many newly converted
Mormons to stop attending the numerous parties and social functions put
on by Catholic Hispanics. This shift in behavior led many Catholic Hispanics to think that their Mormon Hispanic neighbors believed themselves superior to their Catholic counterparts.
Iber's book examines far more than the processes by which the conversion to Mormonism by Hispanics intersected with the identity-formation
process of Hispanics in Utah. He also illustrates what it was like to be a
Hispanic Catholic in a region where one was part of an ethnic and a religious minority. Finally, Iber does a fine job of analyzing the role, often
irrespective of religion, that origin of birth played. Those Hispanics who
had settled and resided in the region for a long time often treated migrants
who arrived during and after World War II as outsiders. Iber notes that "the
Spanish-speaking people's own divisions" often limited their social progress.
This volume provides a welcome preliminary analysis of the Hispanic
community in Utah over the last century, and the author does an excellent
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job of contextualizing the effects that political events in Mexico had on the
lives of Hispanics in Utah. For example, the Cristero Rebellion (1926-1929)
in central and western Mexico led to the arrival in Utah of numerous Catholic
clergy who had been expelled from their native country. Iber's work provides the groundwork for the next logical step, a more detailed account of
the lives of Hispanics that Iber has portrayed here.
Andrae M. Marak
University of New Mexico

Mexican Americans in Texas History. Edited by Emilio Zamora, Cynthia Orozco, and Rodolfo Rocha. (Austin: Texas Historical Association, 2000. 226 pp.
Appendix, notes, bibliography. $15.95 paper, ISBN 0-87611-174-6.)
For too long the Mexican American historical experience has either been
ignored or marginalized. The works of early pioneers in the field like Carlos
E. Castan~da and Americo Paredes followed by those of Rodolfo Acuna
and subsequent Chicano historians in the 1980s and 1990S have helped to
solve this problem. Even so, the basic story of Mexican American history is
still missing from the public consciousness via public school curricula,
"mainstream" college U.S. history courses, and the popular press. Mexican
Americans in Texas History, a collection of essays edited by Emilio Zamora,
Cynthia Orozco, and Rodolfo Rocha, is a valuable contribution to Mexican
American history and Texas history. The volume provides a useful resource
in the struggle against intellectual and cognitive isolation that has traditionally defined the state of Mexican American history. Insightful, clear, and
accessible, the book speaks to a range of audiences.
The list of contributors reads like a Who's Who of Texas and Tejano
historical scholarship. Contributions by the editors and other distinguished
scholars such as Paul Lack, Felix Almaraz Jr., and Arnoldo De Leon are
strengthened by the introductory remarks of David Montejano. The result
is a powerful work by some of Texas's leading historians. The compilation is
the result of the Texas State Historical Association (TSHA)-sponsored conference on Mexican American history in May 1991. This scholarship reflects the status of research at the time on the Tejano historical experience.
Despite the book's release nine years after the conference, the stories, ideas,
and arguments in the book are still relevant and important today. The pri.mary weakness of this publication lies in the limited attention to issues of
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either gender or women. Although the role of women and the concept of
gender is woven into some of the pieces, both issues playa secondary analytical role to class and race.
Mexican Americans in Texas History is organized into four sections: "The
Nineteenth Century," "The Twentieth Century," "Biography and Literature," and "Bibliographies." Each section contains a brief introduction, which
provides an overview of the section and offers cohesiveness that thematically links the subsequent chapters. The first two chronologically ordered
sections of the compilation offer the reader a nice but necessarily disjointed
overview of some of the major periods and issues in Tejano history such as
the Texas Revolution, the Tejano experience during the Civil War, mutual
aid in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the Tejano uprising
of 1915, and an example of the Progressive-Era settlement house movement
in Houston and its efforts until 1950. The third section focuses on the work
of activist Trini Gamez, historian Carlos E. Castaneda, and the character
George Washington Gomez in the Americo Paredes's novel of the same
name. The bibliographies provided by Arnoldo De Leon and Cynthia
Orozco comprise the final section and offer the reader an extensive array of
Tejano historical literature. The book is ideal for classroom use. Some of
the selections, such as Marfa Christina-Garda's study of Rusk Settlement
House in Houston during the first half of the twentieth century, success"
fully attempt to locate these experiences within a larger context. The book
will open a whole new world of historical experience to college students
and a general public that is thirsting for and deserving of more knowledge
of their own past.
This collection is a significant addition to contemporary scholarship on
Tejano history. At the same time, it speaks to a larger audience interested in
the course of Mexican American history writ large. The discrimination,
marginalization, and disfranchisement that Tejanos so ably resisted was common in other parts of the American Southwest during these same years.
The book operates on numerous levels and will be useful and interesting to
scholars, undergraduate students, and a popular audience both in and outside of Texas.
Anthony Quiroz
Texas A6M University, Corpus Christi
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En Aquel Entonces (In Years Gone By): Readings in Mexican-American History. Edited by Manuel G. Gonzales and Cynthia M. Gonzales. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2000. xvii + 287 pp.-Bibliographic essay, index.

$39-95 cloth,

ISBN

0-253-33765"8, $19·95 paper,

ISBN

0-253-21399-1.)

En Aquel Entonces is a collection of essays whose larger purpose is to
provide an overview of Mexican American history and Chicana/o historiography produced in the past thirty years. The book, an anthology of all but
two previously published articles, takes on a wide geographic and chronological scope-it spans four centuries, from the 1600s to the 1900S and covers the Southwest and the Midwest (the latter region is generally overlooked
in Chicana/o history). The volume brings together important but often
unknown writings, for many of the original essays appeared in regional journals or books with limited distribution. En Aquel Entonces is particularly
useful for introducing entry-level undergraduates to the early and groundbreaking studies in the field of Chicana/o history.
The editors organize the book chronologically and thematically and open
it with a brief overview of Chicana/o historiography. The compilation then
divides essays on Mexican American history into five phases: origins, Spanish colonialism to the outbreak of the Mexican American War in 1846;
Mexican and Anglo-American relations, 1846 to 1900; Mexican immigration, 1900 to 1940; the rise of the middle class from 1940 to 1965; and
Chicanismo and its lega~y from 1965 to 2000. This periodization reflects
earlier conceptualizations of Chicana/o history, some of which have been
recently questioned and challenged. For instance, some scholars have ar~
gued that identifying the period 1940 to 1965 with the rise of the Mexican
American middle class obscures the continuous immigration of Mexicans
during that same period. The conventional periodizationdoes not, however, detract from the collection's larger purpose, which is to paint a broad
portrait of Mexicanos in the United States.
En Aquel Entonces attempts to counter the invisibility and misrepresentation of Chicanas/os in U.S. history in general and the misunderstanding of
Chicana/o historiography in particular. Scholars working in the fields of the
American West and the Spanish Borderlands will learn about the historical
roots and complexity of Chicana/o peoples as well as the nature of cross-cultural relations among Mexicans, Indians, Europeans, and Euroamericans in
the settlement of the present-day Southwest and Midwest. The readings also
demonstrate the evolution and maturity of Chicana/o historiography, for they
include writings produced in the early years as well as the more recent past.
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Scholars may be disappointed with the reference style of the book-the
footnotes of the previously published articles have been eliminated and only
selected portions of the essays are reproduced. The book provides interested readers with bibliographic references for the full text of the articles.
Those interested in further reading can turn to the bibliographic essay at
the end of the book.
Miroslava Chcivez-Garcia
University ofCalifornia-Davis

On Earth as It Is in Heaven: Religion in Modem Latin America. Edited by
Virginia Garrard-Burnett. Jaguar Books on Latin American Series, no. 18.
(Wilmington, Del.: SR Books, 2000. xxv + 251 pp. Tables, notes, bibliography.

$55.00 cloth,

ISBN

0-842°-2584-7, $18,95 paper,

ISBN

0-842°-2585-5.)

Virginia Garrard-Burnett has assembled one of the best compilations of
readings on Latin American history and culture in the Jaguar Books series.
Her contribution addresses the various religious beliefs and practices in
modern Latin America. She does not limit herself to the diverse types of
Catholicism and Protestantism that predominate in that region; the work
also considers Judaism and Umbanda.
The book is divided into four parts. The first considers nineteenth-century
Liberalism's conflict with traditional Catholicism; the second looks at aspects of folk Catholicism and popular religion; the third considers liberation theology and its limitations; and the fourth examines the rise of
Protestantism in its different forms in modern Latin America. Of the nine
selections, three treat Guatemala, another three examine Brazil, two are on
Mexico, and one studies modern Nicaragua.
The only disappointing section of the book is the author's introduction.
It totals a mere eleven pages of text, and much of that is devoted to the
emergence of Catholicism during the colonial centuries. Its coverage is
cursory and it does not always reflect the most recent scholarship. Notably,
major contributions by James Lockhart, William B. Taylor, and Stafford
Poole published in the 1990S escape discussion and citation. Garrard-Burnett
devotes little attention to the process of conversion among the Native peoples,
although its character and limitations shaped religious beliefs and practices
for much of Latin America. Her discussion of the character and impact of
religion after independence is equally brief and anecdotal.
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But the reader can turn to the selections themselves with confidence to
learn about the nature of these modern movements and their impact. The
compilation should prove to be excellent for classes on modern Latin
America. Garrard-Burnett's brief introduction to each of the individual selections effectively frames their topics. Some of these topics include the
nature of devotion and ritual in an isolated community ofJews that endured
in central Mexico; the types of indigenous beliefs practiced among certain
Native societies that identify themselves as devoutly Catholic, Umbanda, or
Pentecostal; and other forms of popular religion and their impact on contemporary Brazil, a nation characterized by new religious movements.
Lists of suggested readings and films complete the volume's coverage.
Garrard-Burnett's astute selection of excerpts from published works makes
this a praiseworthy addition to the literature.
John E. Kicza
Washington State University

Dream a Little: Land and Social Justice in Modem America. By Dorothee E.
Kocks. (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2000. xx + 255 pp. Notes,
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, ISBN 0-520-20286-4, $18,95 paper, ISBN
0-520-22280-6. )

Dorothee E. Kocks's Dream a Little: Land and Social Justice in Modem
America explores the social justice implications ofseveral visions ofthe good
life as American society has projected those visions onto the landscape, especially onto the landscape of the American West. "Dreamers," she says,
"often use the earth and all it stands for as a visualizing aid." This "tradition
of using landscapes to reveal and elaborate our dreams for social justice,"
she continues, "is the topic ofthis book" (p. xii).
Kocks calls this tendency to imagine our ideals as necessarily enacted in
a specific idealized landscape "the geographic embrace" (p. xii). This embrace, she argues,offers us a way "to dream a little" and, although there are
reasons to be wary ofthe geographic embrace, especially as it has been used
in American politics. We should not reject the embrace for, she says, it
provides us with something that is all too hard to come by, "ways to combine political dreaming and analytic thinking" (p. 44)' As this stance suggests, Kocks is unapologetically subjective, engaged, and political. "I aim to
cater to subjectivity," she announces at the outset, "not just acknowledge
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my own" (p. xv). However much she may engage in cultural, historical, and
literary analysis, she is ultimately a dreamer speaking to other dreamers.
The book is also refreshingly personal and personable, affirming its subjectivity by weaving personal narrative into its scholarly analysis.
Kocks analyzes myths without seeking to debunk them. "We need myths,
we need to imagine what a better world might look like," she declares. She
shares with New Western historians a desire to foster social justice in the
American West, and to reread history from this perspective, but she also
questions their tendency to continually debunk myths. Her approach, she
argues, "is a different strategy ... than reminding readers that myths are not
true." She astutely asserts "it is demoralizing, and boring, to keep saying,
again and again, that human views of geography are 'only' social constructions" (p. 45)'
Kocks argues that in American culture the geographies we have been
most likely to embrace have been the West, the family farm, and the local
community. Kocks analyzes these highly symbolic places by exploring the
work of three women who represent each of these geographies: Mari Sandoz
and the Western frontier, Josephine Johnson and the family farm, and Ella
Baker and the local community. In her discussion of each of these women,
Kocks both destabilizes our idealization of their chosen geographies while
simultaneously affirming the value of their dreams.
Kocks has made an important contribution to how we think about landscape, place, and the myths that give meaning to our lives. The choice we
have, she affirms, is not whether to live by myths or by reality, for we cannot
make such a choice. Myths are necessary and ennobling. She proposes that
we blend dreaming with a shrewder empiricism so that we may more wisely
choose the myths we live by.
Tom Lynch
New Mexico State University

Nixon and the Environment. By J. Brooks Flippen. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 2000. ix + 308 pp. Halftones, 2 maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24,95,

ISBN

0-8263-1993-9.)

Richard Nixon's presidency coincided with an era that, to date, has
probably been the strongest in its outpouring of public and congressional
support for the protection and cleaning up of the American environment.
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J. Brooks Flippen assesses this support, places it in historical context, and
examines Nixon's response and contributions to the politics of environmentalism. Nixon and the Environment is important for its summation of the
era's environmental concerns and its concise discussions of major legislative efforts favoring the environment. The book also outlines the fundamental roles that personages such as Edmund S. Muskie and Henry Jackson
played in congressional efforts to protect the environment. It provides insightful consideration of those in the administration-including John
Whitaker, William Ruckelshaus, Russell Train, and Walter Hickel-who
most significantly shaped Nixon's environmental policies. Flippen also examines the influence of major events of the period, such as the Vietnam
War, the Kent State tragedy, the OPEC oil embargo, and Watergate and the
role they played in both national environmental politics and Nixon's changing policies. Of particular interest is Flippen's consideration of Nixon's determined retreat from support of environmental initiatives at the beginning
of 1971.
Flippen's thesis is twofold. Realistically he argues that Nixon was "the
consummate political animal" who responded to public environmentalism
according to "political expediency" (p. 16). This conclusion is unsurprising
given what we know about Nixon. But, Flippen also attempts to rehabilitate
Nixon's reputation. The author contends that regardless of his political
motives and despite the limited scope of his environmental programs, Nixon
accomplished more in his presidency "than any president in history" and
therefore has earned a place '·'in league with Theodore Roosevelt and Lyndon .
Johnson" (p. 133). Such environmental accolades for Nixon seem overstated
given Flippen's other argument that Nixon's environmental policies were
politically motivated and not rooted in a love of nature and the environment (like Theodore Roosevelt's national park policy, for example). As
Flippen demonstrates; Nixon also blocked a great deal of environmental
legislation in response to his conservative constituents. He ignored Earth
Day in 1970 and eventually turned his back on environmental causes because he could never win any of the environmental political battles that he
entered. Flippen's argument that another conservative president within the
same period might not have done as much as Nixon and that Nixon deserves
much praise is ultimately a fallacious conclusion. Unfortunately Nixon could
have done much more, for the American people were indeed ready for more
environmental legislation. Another minor problem with the book is that
editorial oversight has allowed for a number of incomplete or awkwardly
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worded sentences. Despite this, and my disagreement with Flippen's view
of Nixon's place in the history of American environmentalism, I strongly
recommend this book to students of Nixon and the modern environmental
movement.
Peter Boag
Idaho State University

Vision and Enterprise: Exploring the History of Phelps Dodge Corporation. By
Carlos A. Schwantes. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 2000. xxix + 464
pp. 180 duotone photographs, 36 color plates, map, notes, bibliographic essay, index. $60.00 cloth, ISBN 0-8165-1943-9.)
Rare is the Fortune 500 Corporation that can trace its roots back nearly
170 years, and especially rare a company in the turbulent mining industry.
The Phelps Dodge Corporation, originally a partnership organized in New
York City in 1834, now based in Phoenix, is an international copper mining
and manufacturing conglomerate whose roots first pierced the southwestern landscape in 1881. PO, as it is locally known, owes much of its longevity
to the mineral resources of New Mexico, Arizona, and Sonora, Mexico. In
Vision and Enterprise, Carlos Schwantes provides the first corporate history
of this copper giant in fifty years.
Schwantes, St. Louis Mercantile Library Professor of Transportation and
the West at the University of Missouri, follows the format of his successful
and visually appealing books on landscapes and history. In his study ofPhelps
Dodge he includes biographies, primarily of the corporate heads and decision makers. Shown in a photograph on page 3, the author symbolically
began composing the book's text while seated at Dr. James Douglas's desk,
head of the company at a critical period early in the last century.
After a half century of building a mercantile and metal trading firm in
New York, the partners in Phelps, Dodge & Co. sent James Douglas to
Arizona in 1881. There he wisely advised the firm on investments during the
beginnings of its copper mining empire. Schwantes recounts the well-known
tales of the creation of "landscapes of production" across the Southwest,
primarily at Bisbee, then Clifton-Morenci, Arizona, Tyrone, New Mexico,
and a series of other mining camps. He provides interpretive chapters on
mining company growth (Douglas became first president of the expanded
"corporation"), the founding of urban outposts, corporate paternalism, the
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technology of mining and smelting, and transportation, including the construction of the El Paso & Southwestern Railroad.
A New Labor historian, Schwantes provides a good review of early mine
and mill work and the makeup of the company's workforce, a critically important chapter because of the Bisbee Deportation of 1917, a black mark on
the history of Phelps Dodge. He provides a broad view of this event, which
occurred in a period of World War I hysteria and Villista activity along the
U.S.-Mexican border. The deportation impacted a Supreme Court decision in 1941 against the company's handling of mid-1930s labor feuds, and
again was raised as an issue during the acrimonious strike of 1983.
Vision and Enterprise is a corporate history, and most of the text relates to
several upper management decisions about the company's direction: the
formation of the" corporation in 1917, the acquisition of new properties, and
the creation of a vertically integrated copper mining, smeltinglrefining,
manufacturing, and marketing business. The Depression hit the industry
hard, but Louis Cates, an open-pit mining proponent, rebuilt the company
in time to reap the profits ofWoild War II and after. Topics covered during
the war and postwar period include: women in the mining and milling
workforces; developme"nt of water and electrical support systems; and the
fat years of the 195os. In 1961, Cleveland Dodge retired, the last link to the
company family founders.
Besides company records and published materials, Schwantes based his
study on oral intervie~s with upper management. These sources offer insight into the business trials of the 1970S and 1980s, when copper mining in
the American West was near collapse. The author discusses the new plant at
Hidalgo, New Mexico, which grew out of environmental regulations and
brought the closure of the old works at Douglas and Morenci. During the
1980s and 1990S, Phelps Dodge not only survived the market downturn but
also acquired additional properties, including the mine at Candelaria, Chile,
that turned the corporation into the international giant it is today. Schwantes
also provides an account of the company's worsflabor upheaval, the violent
1983 strike at Morenci, which broke the union. The book ends with a review
of the company in 1999, and Pres. J. Steven Whisler's philosophy on operations in the new millennium.
Schwantes's easy-to-read text appeals to a broad audience. Critics will
accuse the author ofwearing the old ~'copper collar," but Schwantes counters
that although the company supported the research, writing, and publication of the book, "no one at Phelps Dodge Corporation told me how or
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what to write" (p. xxiii). Other readers will want more details on their favorite topics. For example, the Morenci strike of 1983 deserves far more attention than the brief account given here. Footnotes are few, but a good
bibliographical essay follows the text. The large, coffee-table· format with
over two hundred illustrations, many in color, will attract a broad readership. Vision and Enterprise provides a good introduction to the Southwest's
major mining corporation and to the decisions that have impacted the
region's landscape and history.
Robert L. Spude
National Park Service, Santa Fe, N.Mex.

Spindletop Boom Days. By Paul N. Spellman. (College Station: TexasA&M
University Press, 2001. xii + 266 pp. 41 halftones, notes, bibliography, index.
$29.95 cloth, ISBN 0-89°96-946-9,)
Western historians, for some reason, seem reluctant to examine the role
of oil in American history. Despite a growing literature, the historical study
of oil in the United States hardly reflects that resource's economic, political, and social impact on either a regional or national scale. Few authors
appear eager to explore the implications of the so-called oil frontier or to
compare these communities to earlier mining boomtowns. Spindletop Boom
Days attempts to fill this sizeable gap. In his new book, historian Paul N.
Spellman, whose scholarship addresses primarily T~xas history, recounts the
opening days of the celebrated East Texas oil fields, especially those located
in and around present-day Corsicana and Beaumont. The story unfolds
through the eyes and in the words of the famous, the notorious-and often - the plain, hard-working folks who lived through those wild boom years,
roughly 1901-19°5.
This straightforward narrative history provides little analysis of the
Spindletop phenomenon or its larger context. Several themes receive limited attention: competition between independent producers and the everpresent Standard Oil; over-production; the environmental nightmares
generated by wildcat oil discoveries; and comparisons between oil and other
frontier situations. The work also fails to place the Texas oil discoveries into
regional or national frameworks. Historians seeking analytical or theoretical insights into this subject will be disappointed.

WINTER 2004

BOOK REVIEWS

-+ 151

Despite these shortcomings, this reader believes that anecdotal histories
such as this one have a lot to offer. In all fairness, Spellman clearly states his
purpose and scope. Using interviews culled from the Pioneers of Oil Collection located at the University of Texas at Austin and from newspaper
accounts, Spellman successfully recreates the raw excitement, chaos, violence, and elation that accompanied the eruption of Spindletop's first gusher
on 10 January 1901. In fact, readers can almost sniff the green, heavy oil
spewing from beneath the Texas landscape "angry and venting a million
years of pent-up frustration" as they peruse the pages (p. 45).
Beyond a fascinating account of the actual discovery of oil, the author
skillfully weaves an intriguing tale of visionary-and at times exceedingly
unlucky-speculators, hard-worked crews, scam artists, prostitutes, rowdies,
and peace officers who desperately struggle against all odds to achieve some
semblance of order in the community. Spellman graphically details the
devastating fires that devoured buildings and machinery and the grisly accidents, which too often struck oil workers and innocent bystanders alike.
The participants' own words and myriad photos add to the overall appeal of
this book, but a map would have proven useful to readers unfamiliar with
Texas geography. This slice-of-life case study will certainly appeal to historians and general readers interested in western history and more specifically
to anyone pursuing Texas, frontier, or local history. Perhaps this work will
also spur further research into a vitally important area of American history.
Kathleen P. Chamberlain
Eastern Michigan University
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The American Railroad Network 1861-189°. By George Rogers Taylor and Irene
D. Neu, introduction by Mark Reutter. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1956; reprint, Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 2003. xvi + 113 pp.
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Halftones, map, glossary, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN
0-8420~5123-6.)
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Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 2002. xii + 171 pp. 80 color digital drawings, map, bibliography. $29.95 paper, ISBN 0-89°13-4°°-6.)
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Snell, foreword by Joseph G. Rosa. (Topeka: Kansas State Historical Society, 1963; reprint, Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. xvi + 685
pp. 59 halftones, 4 line drawings, appendix, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-
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Workin' on the Railroad: Reminiscences from the Age of Steam. By Richard
Reinhardt. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2003. 327 pp. 72 line
drawings, glossary, index. $19.95 paper, ISBN 0-8061-3525-5.)

